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Advent and beyond 

Christmas preparations seem to begin earlier and earlier every year, those 
‘special’ TV adverts for the big stores are anticipated as though they are 
something to be cherished and adored and ‘Black Friday’ now seems to last 
for days if not weeks!   

As Christians we have the season of Advent to help us to prepare for the 
special celebration that is the birth of Jesus our Saviour and Lord.  Advent, 
which starts this year on 3rd December, is a time for quiet reflection and 
contemplation, a time to take a step back from the busyness of our 
everyday lives and to think, think about the true meaning of Christmas. A 
time to pray for the people of the world who are in need and to pray for the 
glory of God to shine all around through the birth of his Son Jesus Christ. 
 A time perhaps to reflect on our own lives and say sorry for when we get it 
wrong.  

This time of quiet, then, gives way to the glorious celebration of Jesus’ 
birth. That special moment when God became flesh and transformed the 
lives of those he came into contact with, as he continues to do today, some 
two thousand years later.  

The Christmas season is of course closely followed by New Year 
celebrations and, whilst not a specific part of the Christian calendar, many 
people take the opportunity to make a New Year's Resolution.  Whilst 
many of these are focused on self improvement; get fit, lose weight, stop 
smoking etc. I would ask you to consider focusing on others in 2018. 

Think about doing something to benefit our church community, volunteer 
for something, visit a neighbour or friend in need. It seems to me somewhat 
ironic that technology has led to the rise of social media and yet people 
don’t seem to talk to each other any more. Change happens when a lot of 
people do little things. So let us all celebrate the birth of Jesus and live by 
his example, transforming the lives of those we come into contact with by 
reflecting God’s love, grace and mercy back into the world around us. 
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Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year. 

Nick Miles <>< 

 

Church Flowers  
 

 

3rd December for Ben Percival 
10th December For Mr R. Taylor 
21st January for Edward Kelly 
28th January For Douglas Foster 
Thank you for your generous donations 
towards the flowers.  
If you would like sponsor the altar flowers, 
perhaps to celebrate an event or remember a 
loved one, please see Jan in church or 
telephone her on 02476 395467.   

 

From the Registers in November 
 

5th November – Eva Lewis 
Baptisms 

19th November – Freddie Baxter 
 

27th October – Stevie and Chris Bates 
Weddings 

11th November – Zoe and Michael Armitage 
 

17th November – Cynthia Percival  
Funerals  
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Service Dates in December 
Date/Time & Service Season / Theme Readings to reflect on 

3rd December - 10am 
Holy Communion 
including Baptism 

+ 
3.00 at St Anne’s 

1st Sunday of 
Advent (Patriarchs) 

 
+ 

Churches Together 
Advent Service 

Psalm 80:1-8, 18-20 

10th December – 9am 
Holy Communion 

2nd  Sunday of 
Advent 

(The Prophets) 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

17th   December - 
10am 

Holy Communion 
& 

6pm Carol Service 

3rd  Sunday of 
Advent 

(John the Baptist) 

John 1:19-28 
 

& 
Traditional Christmas 

Readings 
24th  December -10am 

All Age Worship 
& Nativity 
+++++++ 

4pm – Christingle 
++++++ 

11.30 Midnight Mass 

4th Sunday of 
Advent / 

Christmas Eve 
(The Virgin Mary) 

Retelling the Nativity Story 
(Come dressed as Nativity 

Characters & join in!) 
+++++++ 

Christingles! 
++++++ 

John 1:1-14 
25th  December -10am 

All Age Christmas 
Communion 

Christmas Day Luke 2:15-20 

31st   December -
10am 

United 5th Sunday 
Communion Service  

at Hartshill 

1st Sunday of 
Christmas 

Matthew 2:13-23 
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WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER 
Thursday 7th 7pm Singing Group in church 

Wednesday 17th 3.30pm Messy Church in the Community Centre 

Prayer group takes place in Church every Tuesday at 9.15am 

Children’ groups take place on 1st and 3rd Sundays during Holy Communion 

Trinity Tots in the Community Centre every Monday during term time at 1pm 

Over 50s group in the Community Centre every Wednesday at 1pm – 3pm 

 

Service Dates in January 

Date/Time & Service Season / Theme Readings to reflect on 

7th January - 10am 
Holy Communion 

Epiphany Isaiah 60:1-6 

14th January – 9am 
Holy Communion 

2nd  Sunday 
of Epiphany 

John 1:43-51 
 

21st January - 10am 
Holy Communion 

3rd  Sunday 
of Epiphany 

John 2:1-11 
 

28th January -10am 
All Age Worship 

4th Sunday of 
Epiphany 

Luke 2:22-40 

 

WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY 
Thursday 4th 7pm Singing Group in church 

Wednesday 17th 3.30pm Messy Church in the Community Centre 
7.30pm Mothers’ Union in the Library 

Groups as December 
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So….as we approach the Christmas season we first enter the season of 
Advent where we will be able to celebrate together with our Advent 
Service…. 

Sunday 3rd December at 3pm 

Advent Service 

At St Anne’s Catholic Church 

We will also be celebrating Christmas in the community by getting together 
to sing some Christmas Carols at 2 local nursing homes… 

Wedneday 13th December – Oldbury Grange at 6pm 

Carol Singing 

Monday 18th December – Lindon Grange at 6pm 

All welcome – so do get involved where you can… 

        …for… “How good and pleasant it is when brothers and sisters live 
together in unity…for there the LORD bestows his blessing, even life 
forevermore.” (Psalm 133)       
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Praying for our Parish in December 
1 John 1: 1-5 At this time of peace, hope, joy and love we pray 

for those who are lost and lonely. 

2 Isaiah 9: 2-7 We pray for the church fayre and the wreath 
displays. May you bestow fun on the day. 

3 Isaiah 11: 1-
10 

We pray for peace. Make we bring peace to our 
communities. 
We pray also for the Churches Together Advent 
service. 

4 Jeremiah 33 
14-16 

We pray for Heather, the Church Wardens, the 
PCC, Lay readers and all involved in the Church. 

5 Luke 1 5-10 We pray for all children in the uniform groups.  

6 Luke 1 11-17 We pray for Messy Church, for fun and joy in the 
session. 

7 Luke 1 18-25 We pray for Hartshill School and all the year 7 
school visits. 

8 Luke 1 26-38 We pray for people suffering with mental health 
problems at this time 

9 Mathew 1 18-
21 

We pray for families and friends 

10 Mathew 1 22-
26 

We pray for hope in this world, hope for our 
country, hope for our community and hope for our 
families.   

11 Luke 1 39-45 We pray for Michael Drayton School and 
especially remember their visit on 18th December. 

12 Luke 1 46-56 We pray for Syria and the surrounding countries. 

13 Luke 2 1-5 We pray for the members of the Over 50 group 

14 Luke 2 6-7 We pray for Nathanial Newton School. 
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15 Luke2 8-12 We pray for the police, ambulance, fire engine and 
coastguard services 

16 Luke 2 13-14 At this time of shopping, we pray for all people in 
the retail business. Give them strength. 

17 Luke 2 15-18 We pray for Joy, in our lives and other peoples. 
We pray for the Carol Service at Hartshill, may 
you bring joy at this time. 

18 Luke 2 19-20 We pray for teachers and assistants 

19 Micah 5 2-5 We pray for grace and hope in our lives. 

20 Mathew 2 1-2 We pray for the beauty of the world.  
And we pray for Messy Church as it takes place 
today. 

21 Mathew 2 3-6 We pray for the homeless and those fleeing 
conflict. 

22 Mathew 2 7-8 We pray for doctors, nurses, and the wider medical 
communities. 

23 Mathew 2 9-
12 

We pray for those travelling to visit friends and 
family. 

24 John1 14 We pray for Love, may the message this Christmas 
be one of love. We pray for the Christingle 
Service, that the message of Christmas will be 
spread throughout the world. 

25 Luke 2 1-4 On Christmas Day we pray for the Birth of Jesus, 
the Saviour of the World. 

26 Luke 2 21-51 We pray for peace in our hearts this Christmas and 
we think of the many people who are lonely and 
isolated.  
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27 Galatians 4 We pray for all those who suffer with cancer, heart 
attack, stroke and other medical conditions. Be 
with them when they are in pain and suffering. 

28 Psalm 145 We pray for those who suffered loss and 
bereavement this year, may you comfort and 
support them in the future. 

29 Psalm 146 We pray for refugees and people displaced through 
natural disasters. 

30 Psalm 147 We pray for those who are working this Christmas 

31 Psalm 150 We pray for the new year, the hope, the joy, the 
peace and the love that God will bring in the 
coming year! 

Rachel Burgess 

Praying for our Parish in January 
 

January, the doorway to a new year, a gift from God. Revelation 3:20 Here 
I am! If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat 
with that person, and they with me. 

1st  - As the new year arrives, renew your faith in Christ Jesus. Trust in His 
unfailing love for all and ask Him to bless your new year plans, hopes and 
dreams, and comfort your fears. Psalm 65:11 – You crown the year with 
Your goodness, and Your paths drip with abundance. 

2nd  - New Year’s resolutions begin with a promise to ourselves to change 
the bad habits that have emerged over the last year. As we make promises 
to ourselves let’s take a moment to remember Gods promise to us. Ezekiel 
36:26 – I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will take 
the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 
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3rd  - Today’s technological and social media driven world demands instant 
results and answers, but as God’s people we must pray for patience. Trust 
God in all we say and all we do. Practice patience and rely on God to 
answer our prayers in His time, not ours. Ecclesiastes 7:8 – patience is 
better than pride. 

4 th – Where did you sleep last night? In our town centres the number of 
homeless people is growing. Loving God in your house there is room for 
everyone. Help us to give grace to those on our streets, give us insight to 
see where we can change inequality and courage to do our part. Matthew 
25:40 – Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my 
brothers, you did it to me. 

5 th – Tonight pray for the Street Pastors from 9 different churches in 
Nuneaton. Pray for their protection and strength to do God’s work, caring 
for and listening to people out on the streets Friday and Saturday evenings. 

6 th- Epiphany, signifies the journey made by the Magi led by a star in 
search of a new king. Like the Magi, may we also journey and be attentive, 
untiring and courageous on the path to the invisible God who was born 
among us – Pope Francis. Pray today for Christ to lead the way and guide 
your path to Him. 

7th  –  A prayer for parents. May God grant patience when little hands tug at 
you with ceaseless, small demands. May He give gentle words and smiling 
eyes, to keep you from hasty, sharp replies. Let not fatigue, confusion or 
noise obscure you from the vision of life’s fleeting joys. So, when the years 
pass and the house is then still, beautiful memories its rooms may fill. 
(anonymous) 

8th  – As schools and colleges return after Christmas, pray for all those who 
have the responsibility and duty of care for all children.  A teacher’s prayer. 
Lord grant strength for courage in every situation, grant love to never give 
up on anyone, grant wisdom to show others the path to success, grant 
mercy to forgive those who hurt, grant peace to find the best in everybody, 
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grant hope to never give up, grant joy and be thankful for all blessings and 
finally, grant grace so that you are always at their side. Anonymous.  

9 th – Local uniformed groups depend upon the commitment and dedication 
of the people who organise and run them. Pray today for all those involved 
in all scouting groups both locally, nationally and internationally, that they 
may all uphold the Scout/Guide law. ‘I promise that I will do my best, to 
do my duty to God and my country, to help other people and to keep the 
Scout/Guide law.’ 

10th  – Pray today for the numerous public services in Nuneaton that 
provide us with all our needs. Pray for the work that they do to keep our 
streets and parks clean and safe; our schools and colleges providing 
education for all; our doctors and hospital in times of need and our 
emergency services ready to provide help whenever needed. 

11th  – Matthew 9 vs 37: ‘The harvest is plenty but the workers are few.’ 
Pray today for all those who work in the service of our church, from those 
who minister spiritually up front to those who work behind the scenes 
keeping the fabric of the church in good order. Ask yourself today, ‘Is there 
anything I can do to help?’ 

12th  – As we grow old we need the love, care and support not only of our 
families but also of care homes. Pray today for the care homes in the 
Nuneaton area who look after the elderly in our communities, pray for the 
employees who work in them and pray for the elderly who live in them and 
call them home. Psalm 71 vs 9: Do not cast me off in old age; do not 
forsake me when my strength fails. 

13th  – Pray today for local businesses and employers and ask that they will 
be successful, providing essential work for local people, ensuring a fair 
days wage is given, and respect the work that their employees do for them 
for the good of their businesses. ‘Nothing is better for man than that his 
soul should enjoy good in his labour’. Ecclesiastes 2:24 
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14th  - Pray today for the armed forces. Give thanks for the protection they 
provide. 

15th  - In the deep mid-winter, earth stands hard as iron, water like a stone! 
Pray today for all farmers and agricultural workers as they work in harsh 
conditions to tend land and live-stock. 

16 – House groups meet weekly to read God’s word, pray for those in need 
and learn about God’s teaching through the bible. Pray today for those 
involved in all house groups. Pray especially for the new Alpha course, its 
leaders and those seeking to learn more about God. 

17th – Pray today for the mission and values of Messy church. Support the 
leaders as they strive to bring the church to families in our community, 
where values are about being Christ-centred, for all ages, based on 
creativity, hospitality and celebration. 

18  - Genesis 1 vs 1 -Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: 
seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, 
according to their various kinds.” Thank God today for the wonders and 
beauty of Hartshill Hayes. Open our eyes to see God’s creation all around 
us in the tiny plants that push through the winter soil to the giant dormant 
trees waiting for spring to arrive. 

19 – In our greatest times of need when we are ill, vulnerable and afraid, 
nurses and doctors are there to care for us. Pray today for all nurses and 
doctors. ‘May I be the nurse or doctor Lord, with gentle healing hands. 
Who always speaks with kindness, who cares and understands. And while 
I’m serving others, as You would have me do. Please help me to remember 
that I’m truly serving you.’ Anonymous  

20th – Give thanks today for Nuneaton Food Bank. Ask God to touch the 
hearts of those who can afford a little more to give to those who are 
desperate. Pray for those who need the charitable work that they provide. 
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Ask God to provide for those in need and to guide them out their present 
troubles.  

21st  – Pray today for  ‘World religion day’. Pray for understanding of other 
faiths and beliefs, acceptance of different religions and peace between 
them.  

22nd  - In these times of change and uncertainty about the future of our 
country, pray for all politicians who are making decisions on the shape and 
future of our great nation. Pray that the decisions they make will be wise 
and based on the good of the country and its citizens. 

23rd – Pray today for yourself. Give thanks for the blessings in your life, 
say sorry for the times you have acted incorrectly or failed to act when 
needed, plead with God, ask Him for help with the things on your heart and 
trust in Him to work for your good. Psalm 33 vs 4 - For the word of the 
Lord is right and true; he is faithful in all He does. 

24th  - Pray today for our church wardens, readers and PCC members. 
Support and uphold them as they deal with financial and spiritual 
challenges in our church. Offer practical help for the care and maintenance 
of our wonderful buildings. Support all outreach initiatives and pray that 
our church swells in number and God’s word is spread throughout our local 
area. 

25th  - To care for those who once cared for us is one of the highest 
honours. ‘Tia Walker’. Help us to love and support the elderly in our 
community. Provide them with a friendly listening ear, company and 
respect. We can learn a lot from them! 

26th - A prayer for those seeking work. Father, we thank you for the many 
gifts that you provide. Today we pray for all those looking for work. Give 
them patience, wisdom and opportunities. Strengthen their faith as they 
wait on you, providing them with a job quickly so that they may use their 
gifts for your name. 
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27th - ‘The Lord sustains him on his sickbed, in his illness you restore him 
to full health’. Psalm 41:3. Say a prayer for the sick today for God to touch 
with His healing hands, giving comfort and peace needed to get through 
present troubles. 

28th  – Today is a celebration of marriage, a God ordained institution, 
between David and Samantha. Genesis 2:24 : Therefore a man shall leave 
his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become 
one flesh. 

29th  – Pray today for the Deanery standing committee meeting. Matthew 
18 vs 20:  For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with 
them.” 

30th - Give thanks and pray today for Heather and all church leaders in our 
area. Support and uphold them, so that the light of God may surround them, 
the love of God enfold them, the power of God protect them and the grace 
of God restore them as they work tirelessly for our community. Romans 8 
vs 28: And we know for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 

31st – Today, look back over the month of January, consider the prayers for 
the month and give thanks to God for His unfailing love, certain in the 
knowledge that he is answering our prayers in the right way at the right 
time. Mark 11 vs 24: Therefore whatever you have asked for in prayer, 
believe that you have received it and it shall be yours. 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.   

Rachel Hopkins 
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Serving in Mission (SIM) 
This charity has a long history of men and women who journeyed to 
different places to share the gospel, many losing their lives in the attempt.  
Landing in Africa, Asia and South America at the end of the 19th century 
these pioneers began missions committed to reach people who had never 
heard of or known the love of Christ.  In those days the journeys were very 
long and hazardous, taking many weeks of even months to cross the seas 
and oceans.  On arrival even more dangers (or death) awaited them, with 
unfriendly natives and many serious diseases too. 

Over a hundred years later those serving with SIM still work with the same 
passion and commitment and put the gospel of Jesus Christ at the centre of 
all they do.  Their mission statement is "Convinced that no-one should live 
and die without hearing God's good news, we believe that He has called us 
to make disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ in communities where he is least 
known." 

SIM is an evangelical, international and interdenominational mission and 
they have more than 4,000 mission workers serving in more than 70 
countries, which now include Europe. They are a people of prayer, 
depending on God to provide all their needs.  Prayer is foundational in their 
life and ministry and are committed to the urgent and unfinished task of 
making disciples of Jesus Christ in all nations.  They have a deep 
understanding that following Christ's example means sacrifice, sometimes 
hardship and maybe even death and call upon the Holy Spirit to empower 
their ministries. 

We used to think of missionaries as people who left our shores for far off 
countries to tell the nations about Jesus, but the UK is itself in great need of 
hearing the good news of Christ and workers come here to evangelize, 
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having already set up partnerships with local churches in Tower Hamlets 
and other areas. 

The Middle East is another area where SIM workers are serving and they 
also work with refugees and displaced persons from many countries. 

There are many openings for workers of differing skills and gifts, including 
education, healthcare, IT and administration to name a few. 

If you would like to hear more about their work you can contact them at 
Serving in Mission, Wetheringsett Manor, Wetheringsett, Stowmarket, 
Suffolk, IP14 5QX.  Tel: 01449 766464 or look online at www.sim.co.uk 

Lynda Kelly 

THANK YOU – Operation Christmas Child and Leprosy 
Mission 
Thank you to everyone who has done a shoebox, donated items or money 
for a box.  54 boxes have gone off on the first part of their journey (as I 
write); so please pray for a safe journey for the boxes and the people 
delivering them to a child waiting for their special box at the end of the 
journey.  This is my last year as collector and so far, no-one has 
volunteered to take over; but if anyone still wants to do a box next year, 
there are collecting points in Nuneaton to take your box to. 

Also thank you to all those who ordered cards and gifts from The Leprosy 
Mission catalogue, which amounted to over £200 of orders.  It is all very 
much appreciated. 

Lynda Kelly 
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Hartshill Community Library 
Your Warwickshire Library card works here! 

 
 

 

Tuesday 10am to 2pm  
Wednesday 2pm to 4pm  
Thursday 2pm to 4pm  
Friday 10am to Midday  
Saturday 10am to Midday  
 
The following sessions are also held in the library:  
Family History Group Mondays 1.30pm to 3.30pm 
Needles and Natter Fridays 10am to 12pm  
Book Club first Tuesday of the month 10.30am  
 

We are looking for new volunteers – if you could spare some time to help, 
we would be delighted! Just pop in to see us at any of the above times. 

 
 

Future dates for your diary 
Beetle Drive   Saturday 10th February 2pm 

Spring Fayre    Saturday 28th April 2pm 
 
Please come and join us at any of our fun and informal events, you will be very 
welcome.  
 
Further details will be in future magazines or please ask a member of the social 
committee for information. 
 
Our next meeting is to be held on Monday 22nd January, we always welcome 
new ideas or members and help at individual events. 
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Sharon’s Recipe - Cashew Nut Paella (V) Serves 4 

 

Ingredients  
Large pinch of saffron 
strands 
750ml hot vegetable stock 
2tbsp olive oil 
1 leek, chopped 
1 onion, chopped 
2 cloves garlic, crushed 
1 red pepper, deseeded and 
chopped 
1 carrot, chopped 
250g paella rice 
150ml dry white wine 
115g chestnut mushrooms, 
sliced 
115g roasted, unsalted 
cashew nuts 
Salt and freshly ground 
pepper to taste 
115g fresh shelled or frozen 
peas 
1.5tbsp chopped thyme 
4 tomatoes, quartered 
½tsp smoked 
To Garnish: flat leaf parsley 
and lemon wedges 
To Serve: Crusty bread 
(optional) 
 
 
 

Method 
1. Put the saffron in the stock to infuse 
2. Heat the oil in a paella pan or large frying 

pan and fry the leek, onion, garlic, red 
pepper and carrot, stirring for 3 minutes 
until softened, but no browned 

3. Add rice and stir until coated in oil and 
glistening 

4. Add wine and stir whilst it boils until it has 
been absorbed  

5. Stir in the saffron-infused stock, 
mushrooms and nuts and season to taste 

6.  Bring to the boil, stirring once, then 
reduce the heat, cover, and simmer very 
gently for 10 minutes 

7. Add the peas and thyme, stir gently,  then 
distribute the tomatoes over the top 

8. Cover and simmer very gently for a further 
10 minutes until the rice is just tender and 
has absorbed most of the liquid but is still 
creamy 

9. Sprinkle the paprika over and stir through 
gently, taking care not to break up the 
tomatoes.   

10. Taste and adjust the seasoning if 
necessary 

1. Garnish with parsley and lemon and serve 
hot, with crusty bread if desired 
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After 4 and a half years, the current team of Sue, Pauline, Carol and John 
will be hanging up their aprons on the 19th December.    On behalf of all 
their customers, I would like to thank them and their helpers over the years 
for the excellent food and service they have provided.  I have enjoyed 
many lunches there and I will miss them tremendously.  Thank you. 

Sue  Foster 

 

Thank you to all contributors to the magazine.  Also, a special thank you to 
those of you who deliver the magazine every month and collect the 
subscriptions.   
 
If anybody has anything they would like to share with readers of the magazine, 
please either write it down and give it to me or email it to me at 
susan.foster@bcs.org.  Please send  text in either email form or as a word 
attachment and send photos as jpg attachments. 
 
The deadline for articles for the February magazine is 22nd January 2018   
You can find past recent editions of the magazine at  
http://hartshillmu.uk/publications.html 

mailto:susan.foster@bcs.org�
http://hartshillmu.uk/publications.html�
http://hartshillmu.uk/publications.html�
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 Who’s Who? 
 

 

Vicar Revd. Heather Barnes 02476 392266 

Church Wardens Mr Nick Miles 
 

02476  394339 

 Mrs Sally Young 
 

02476 397276 

PCC Secretary Mrs Carol Miles 02476 394339 

Treasurer Mrs Wendy Albrighton 02476 397183 

Planned Giving Mrs Wendy Albrighton 02476 397183 

Mothers’ Union Mrs Susan Foster 02476 319943 

Verger Mr David Hodson 07773 992270 

Weddings Mr Nick Blamire-Brown 02476 395467 

Flowers Mrs Jan Blamire-Brown 02476 395467 

Baptism Revd. Heather Barnes 02476 392266 

Community Centre 
Bookings 

Mr John Randle 02476 392856 

Sunday School Mrs Ruth Kinderman 02476 395326 

Magazine editor Mrs Susan Foster 02476 319943 
 

 

Church website: http://www.holytrinityhartshill.co.uk/ 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/holytrinityhartshill/ 

Hartshill Mothers’ Union website: http://hartshillmu.uk/ 

Prayer Requests prayers.holytrinity@gmail.com 

http://www.holytrinityhartshill.co.uk/�
https://www.facebook.com/groups/holytrinityhartshill/�
http://hartshillmu.uk/�
mailto:prayers.holytrinity@gmail.com�
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